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20 CFR Ch. VI (4–1–00 Edition)§ 725.701

Subpart I—Medical Benefits and
Vocational Rehabilitation

§ 725.701 Availability of medical bene-
fits.

(a) A miner who is determined to be
eligible for benefits under this part or
part 727 of this subchapter is entitled
to medical benefits as set forth in this
subpart as of the date of his or her
claim, but in no event before January
1, 1974. No medical benefits shall be
provided to the survivor or dependent
of a miner under this part.

(b) A responsible operator, other em-
ployer, or where there is neither, the
Fund, shall furnish a miner entitled to
benefits under this part with such med-
ical, surgical, and other attendance
and treatment, nursing and hospital
services, medicine and apparatus, and
any other medical service or supply,
for such periods as the nature of the
miner’s pneumoconiosis and ancillary
pulmonary conditions and disability
require.

(c) The medical benefits referred to
in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section
shall include palliative measures useful
only to prevent pain or discomfort as-
sociated with the miner’s pneumo-
coniosis or attendant disability.

(d) The costs recoverable under this
subpart shall include the reasonable
cost of travel necessary for medical
treatment (to be determined in accord-
ance with prevailing United States
government mileage rates) and the rea-
sonable documented cost to the miner
or medical provider incurred in com-
municating with the employer, carrier,
or district director on matters con-
nected with medical benefits.

§ 725.701A Claims for medical benefits
only under section 11 of the Reform
Act.

(a) Section 11 of the Reform Act di-
rects the Secretary of Health, Edu-
cation and Welfare to notify each
miner receiving benefits under part B
of title IV of the Act that he or she
may file a claim for medical treatment
benefits described in this subpart. Sec-
tion 725.308(b) of this subpart provides
that a claim for medical treatment
benefits shall be filed on or before De-
cember 31, 1980, unless the period is en-
larged for good cause shown. This sec-

tion sets forth the rules governing the
processing adjudication, and payment
of claims filed under section 11.

(b) (1) A claim filed pursuant to the
notice described in paragraph (a) of
this section shall be considered a claim
for medical benefits only, and shall be
filed, processed, and adjudicated in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this
part, except as provided in this section.
While a claim for medical benefits
must be treated as any other claim
filed under part C of title IV of the Act,
the Department shall accept the Social
Security Administration’s finding of
entitlement as its initial determina-
tion.

(2) In the case of a part B beneficiary
whose coal mine employment termi-
nated before January 1, 1970, the Sec-
retary shall make an immediate award
of medical benefits. Where the part B
beneficiary’s coal mine employment
terminated on or after January 1, 1970,
the Secretary shall immediately au-
thorize the payment of medical bene-
fits and thereafter inform the respon-
sible operator, if any, of the operator’s
right to contest the claimant’s entitle-
ment for medical benefits.

(c) A miner on whose behalf a claim
is filed under this section (see § 725.301)
must have been alive on March 1, 1978,
in order for the claim to be considered.

(d) The criteria contained in subpart
C of part 727 of this subchapter are ap-
plicable to claims for medical benefits
filed under this section.

(e) No determination made with re-
spect to a claim filed under this section
shall affect any determination pre-
viously made by the Social Security
Administration. The Social Security
Administration may, however, reopen a
previously approved claim if the condi-
tions set forth in § 410.672(c) of this
chapter are present. These conditions
are generally limited to fraud or con-
cealment.

(f) If medical benefits are awarded
under this section, such benefits shall
be payable by a responsible coal mine
operator (see §§ 725.491–725.493), if the
miner’s last employment occurred on
or after January 1, 1970, and in all
other cases by the fund. An operator
which may be required to provide med-
ical treatment benefits to a miner
under this section shall have the right
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